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chance to trick the enemy, Hull ordered the lower
sails double-reefed as though caught in a gale of
wind. The British ships hastily imitated him be-
fore they should be overtaken in like manner and
veered away from the chase. Veiled in the rain
and dusk, the Constitution set all sail again and
foamed at twelve knots on her course toward a port
of refuge. Though two of the British frigates were
in sight next morning, the Constitution left them far
astern and reached Boston safely.

Seafaring New England was quick to recognize
the merit of this escape. Even the Federalists,
who opposed and hampered the war by land, were
enthusiastic in praise of Captain Hull and his ship.
They had outsailed and outwitted the best of the
British men-of-war on the American coast, and a
general feeling of hopelessness gave way to an ar-
dent desire to try anew the ordeal of battle. With
this spirit firing his officers and crew, Hull sailed
again a few days later on a solitary cruise to the
eastward with the intention of vexing the enemy's
merchant trade and hopeful of finding a frigate
willing to engage him in a duel. From Newfound-
land he cruised south until a Salem privateer spoke
him on the 18th of August and reported a British
warship close by. The Constitution searched until